
RESOLUTION NUMBER 133 

HONORING ESSEL EMMANUEL JOHNSON, JR.  
 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis of the 

passing of Essel Emmanuel Johnson, Jr.; and  

 

WHEREAS, Essel Emmanuel Johnson, Jr. was born in Kinloch, Missouri, on April 5, 1931. He was the first of 

16 children born to the late Essel Johnson, Sr., and Susie Johnson. In his early years, Essel was predominately 

raised by his beloved grandmother, Elizabeth “Lizzie” Johnson who called him “June Bug”; and 

 

WHEREAS, Essel was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1951, where he served with the 5th Heavy Tank Division, 

and was stationed for two years at Fort Leonard Wood during the time of the Korean War; and  

WHEREAS, also 1951, most importantly to him, was the year he proposed to his high school sweetheart, 

Mable Catherine Wilson. The two were united in Holy Matrimony on her birthday the following year, 

November 21, 1952. According to Essel’s Memoir, this is where “My Greatest Ventures of Faith” began; and  

 

WHEREAS, in 1953, Essel gave his life to the Lord and received the baptism of the Holy Ghost under the hand 

of his Pastor, M. H. Norman, Kinloch COGIC, and former Presiding Bishop of Eastern Missouri First 

Jurisdiction (EMFJ); and  

WHEREAS, he served Bishop Norman faithfully as his personal driver and pinch hitter to preach when called 

upon. That same year, in 1953, Essel was called to the ministry and was baptized along with the banks of the 

Mississippi River, while Bishop Charles Harrison Mason, our COGIC founder, stood from the bed of a pick-up 

truck, preaching and singing, along with many of the Saints waiting to be baptized; and 

WHEREAS, Essel became a Sunday School superintendent, district evangelist, and a member of the State 

Evangelist Board in EMFJ. The Lord anointed his ministry so much that he became known as, “Kinloch 

Johnson.” He evangelized for over 15 years throughout Missouri and Illinois as his gifts made room for him, 

most known for preaching a message titled “Blow, Wind Blow”; and 

WHEREAS, after establishing and leading Monument of Faith as an independent church, he returned to EMFJ 

in 1996 at the invitation of his brother in ministry, Bishop R.J. Ward and served as Superintendent of the Frank 

J. Hayden District from 1996 to 2012; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Lord also anointed him with the gift of writing and singing spiritual songs, and for a total of 

50 years, maintained his position as Pastor and Shepherd over his little flock at Monument of Faith until the 

Lord called him home. He had a sign printed and hung on the side of the church that reflects him perfectly: 

“They Said It Couldn’t Be Done, But God Said It Could And I Believe God”; and  

 

WHEREAS, Essel departed this life in the comfort of his home on October 29, 2022. He leaves to cherish his 

memory and legacy, the love of his life, 23 days short of their 70th wedding anniversary, Mable "Sugarbush" 

Catherine Johnson; daughters, Cynthia D. Williams, (Vellie) and Bethany “Baby Beth” Johnson-Javois 

(Laurent); three sons, Michael (Irene), Steve (Hattie) and Paul (Nina) Johnson grandchildren, great and great-

great grandchildren and a host of in-laws, nieces, nephews, friends, and his beloved Monument of Faith Church 

family. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to recognize life of Essel Emmanuel Johnson, Jr. and by adoption of this 

resolution send our condolence to his family and wish to join in with those celebrating his life. We further direct 

the Clerk of this Board of Aldermen to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings 

and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to the honoree at a time and place 

deemed appropriate by the sponsor.  

 



 Introduced on this 4th day of November, 2022 by:  

The Honorable Shameem Clark-Hubbard, Alderwoman 26th Ward 

The Honorable Sharon Tyus, Alderwoman 1st Ward  

 

Adopted 4th day of November, 2022 as attested by:  

 

 

 

___________________________    _________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Joe Vollmer  

Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 


